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After years of patrolling the streets of Houston as an officer with
HPD, I am so honored to have one named after me in a
community in which I serve as Precinct 7 Constable. However, as
a law enforcement veteran, I have come to understand that
growth does not exist without conflict. So, the unfortunate reality
for some of the residents of this newly established and
beautifully manicured neighborhood, with a street named in my
honor, is they will undoubtedly fall prey to some form of crime.
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It is a very sad fact but one that we must face, no one is exempt
from crime. According to recent findings, in the Houston area you
have a 1 in 19 chance of becoming victimized. With numbers like
this, we have to find ways of combating and deterring crime.
Because Houston is becoming so densely populated, the potential
for criminality continues to increase. The only way for law
enforcement officials and officers to halt or keep this trend from
gaining ground is with the help of citizens.
“If you See Something, Say Something.” Not reporting crime
only encourages. Also, be proactive when it comes to securing
your own property and looking out for your neighbors. Together
we can make all of the streets in our fine city safer.

Precinct 7 Captain James Phillips along
with Charles X. White of Charity
Productions joined together to help
educate civic leaders and the Precinct 7
communities of Southeast and South
Central Harris County about emergency
preparedness and evacuation procedures. The evacuation exercise was
held Tuesday, September 20, 2016, at
South Park Baptist Church located at
5380 Van Fleet.

Precinct 7 Sgt. M. Grant with students from Jones
Futures Academy simulating a high water rescue
aboard a Pct. 7 rescue boat

Captain Phillips stated, “Generally hard
rains are common to the Houston,
Harris County areas with flooding being
the most deadly to communities within
Precinct 7.” He continued, “While some
emergencies and events are predictable
and allow for sufficient reaction time,
many may be instantaneous, requiring
immediate
response.”
“Thus
the
decision to evacuate could occur any
time of the day or night,” he concluded.
Law enforcement officials, emergency
response teams and community leaders
feel drills like this are critical to helping
them be better prepared for when
actual disasters strike.

Make a Plan ● Build a Kit ● Stay Informed ● Get Involved
Most people don’t like to think about
disasters but they happen when least
expected, with or without warning. The
question is — are you prepared to survive
them?

Chief
Goree Anderson

The Harris County Precinct 7 High
Water Rescue Team is equipped to
help area residents in the event of
flooding
and
other
emergencies
resulting from natural disasters. For
assistance, information and updates
in the event of a natural disaster, call
the Precinct 7 24-hour Dispatch at
(713)643-6602.

Being prepared can reduce fear, anxiety,
and losses that accompany disasters.
Communities, families, and individuals
should know what to do in the event of a
fire and where to seek shelter during a
tornado. You should be ready to evacuate
your home and take refuge in public
shelters and know how to care for your
basic medical needs.
To ensure you and your family are
prepared when disaster strikes, please visit
http://prepare.readyharris.org/ for information that can be downloaded to help you
and your family prepare, respond, and
recover from the effects of any disaster.

The Harris County Precinct 7 Crime Victims
Assistance Program
The Harris County Precinct 7 Crime Victims Services Unit is
dedicated to helping victims and/or family members
affected by crime or tragic circumstances regain power and
control over their lives. We assist those in need by helping
them obtain immediate financial and emotional support,
crisis intervention, guidance, emergency assistance, and
referrals to community resources for continued help.
All services are free of charge and available to anyone who
suffers physical or mental harm or death as a result of
criminally injurious conduct. The victim must be a U.S.
citizen or Texas resident (undocumented persons are also
eligible to receive services). The victim must cooperate with
law enforcement.

PROTECTIVE ORDER
Harris County Constable Precinct 7 is a law enforcement agency that has the
responsibility of but is not limited to patrolling and responding to emergency and
non-emergency calls within the geographical boundaries in its contracted areas.
Precinct 7’s ultimate responsibility is serving civil papers that are issued through the
offices of the Justices of Peace (Positions One and Two) and county, district, and
federal courts. The Protective Order is one of the many papers served by law
enforcement officials of Harris County Constable Precinct 7.
PROTECTIVE ORDER
A criminally enforced court order issued by a Judge, designed to protect one or
more present or previous members of a family or household. May be obtained
through the Family Criminal Law division of the District Attorney’s Office, or through
a private attorney. If the court finds that family violence has occurred and is likely
to occur in the future, a Protective Order may be issued and is effective for the
period specified in the order, not to exceed two (2) years.
MAGISTRATE’S ORDER FOR EMERGENCY PROTECTION
Issued at the first defendant’s appearance before a magistrate after an arrest
involving family violence. Protective Orders may prohibit the arrested person from
committing family violence or stalking or communicating directly with a protected
person in a threatening or harassing manner; or from going to or near the
residence, workplace, child care facility or school where a child protected under the
order resides.
WHAT WE DO FOR VICTIMS – The Constable’s Department approaches these
concerns in several different ways. First, through the criminal justice system by
making lawful arrest of batterers. Second, we respond to the needs of the victim by
providing an immediate response and crisis intervention with emotional support,
counseling referrals, and alternatives to violence. Lastly, through public awareness
campaigns and community outreach efforts.
For more information contact a member of the Precinct 7 Crime Victims
Assistance Unit:
Deputy Monica Bilbo (Domestic Violence)
Venita Gatson (Victims Assistance)
Deputy Katrina Cotton (Domestic Violence/Human Trafficking)

PH 713-274-3519
PH 713-274-3521
PH 713-274-3577

The Precinct 7 Constable’s Department is
dedicated to participating in events like
National Night Out (NNO) because they
present a unique opportunity for the
agency to connect with members of the
community.
Events like NNO have
proven to be effective ways to strengthen
neighborhood and police partnerships.
Harris County and Houston area residents
typically observe National Night Out on
the first Tuesday in October.

National Night Out is a unique crime/drug
prevention event designed to:
 Heighten crime and drug
prevention awareness;
 Generate support for, and
participation in, local anti-crime
programs;
 Strengthen neighborhood spirit and
police/ community partnerships;
 Send a message to criminals
letting them know that
neighborhoods are organized and
fighting back.

Intern Edwin Serrano receiving certificate of
completion from Constable May Walker

Interns Jessly Perez (UHD), Chioma Ebere (TSU),
Samaree Warner (TSU), Ashley Thibodeaux (TSU),
Keiaire Brown (TSU) and Stacey Johnson (TSU)
helping out at Constable May Walker’s Annual
Scholarship Golf Classic

Get Involved
If you missed NNO or
Coffee With A Cop last
year make it a
resolution to attend
this year.

The Precinct 7 Internship Program allows our department to give back to the
community by offering area students a chance to put into practice things they
have learned in the classroom. Not only do students gain valuable knowledge in the
field of law enforcement; they are able to better evaluate their career interests before
graduating and entering the workforce. Also, a growing number of interns are being
offered employment opportunities with Precinct 7 or have found jobs with other
agencies based on referrals.
Area college students experience what it is like to serve the public within a professional
environment while working as an intern in the Precinct 7 Student Internship
Program. The program is a non-paying learning opportunity for students registered in
a college credit-generating course at the time of their internship. Precinct 7 is able to
accommodate interns from a multiplicity of academic programs. However, most
commonly, we accommodate students who have an interest in the criminal justice
field.
For more information about the Precinct 7 Student Internship Program email: Pamela
Greenwood - pamela.greenwood@cn7.hctx.net

Precinct 7 hosted their first Coffee With A Cop event, Friday,
October 7, 2016. Coffee with a Cop events are an easy way
for members of the community to get to know the law
enforcement officers who serve them and discuss issues of
crime prevention and safety in a stress-free environment.
Constable May Walker’s Twelfth Annual Law Enforcement
Golf Classic was a “swinging success” thanks to
contributions made by sponsors, co-sponsors, donors,
supporters, and hardworking volunteers. The tournament
took place, Saturday, October 1, 2016, at the Wildcat
Golf Club 12000 Almeda, Houston, Texas.

Coffee With A Cop was very successful and sure to become
an annual event at Precinct 7.

The proceeds from the golf tournament help underwrite
Constable May Walker’s Scholarship Program enabling
her to provide assistance to two (2) deserving students
who otherwise would not have an opportunity to pursue
a higher education. It affords two (2) four-year
scholarships to students who live in and attend a high
school located within the Precinct 7 jurisdiction.
To date, seven (7) area students are recipients of the
Constable May Walker’s Law Enforcement Scholarship
Program which was established in 2005. For information
on how you can support or participate in the 2017 Law
Enforcement Scholarship Golf Classic, or for scholarship
application information please call (713) 274-3518 or
email pamela.greenwood@cn7.hctx.net.

Precinct 7 joined the Nextdoor community in 2015 and since the agency
has received numerous tips and alerts and addressed several safety
issues reported by residents via the website. Connecting with citizens
on Nextdoor has given the department insight on the types of crimes
specific to neighborhoods throughout its jurisdiction. The department
also utilizes Facebook and Twitter as a means of sharing information
with the public.
Precinct 7 utilizes Nextdoor, Facebook, and Twitter to keep area
residents informed about crime prevention, safety, public events, and
emergency notifications. However, social media is not the appropriate
way to request emergency services, police services, report criminal or
suspicious activity, file a report, etc. If you require emergency services
or wish to report suspicious activity, please call 911.

Buckle Up! Every Rider Every Ride!
Click It or Ticket! Seat Belts save Lives!
Texas has a law on the books requiring the use of safety restraints for people
riding in motor vehicles. This law makes it is illegal for anyone, adult or child,
to ride in the front seat of a vehicle that has seat belts without having their
seat belt properly fastened. Also, it is illegal for anyone under the age of 17 to
ride in any part of a motor vehicle without a seat belt if the vehicle is
equipped with them. Therefore, adults can use their discretion when riding in
the back, although you should always wear a seat belt anyway for safety
reasons.

Deputy Katrina Cotton of the Precinct 7 Domestic
Violence/ Human Trafficking Unit has been teaming
up with other agencies and organizations to offer
victims of sex trafficking a way out. Although this
crime, also tagged, Modern Day Slavery, receives
more media attention during big events or
conventions it is a never ending battle for members
of law enforcement and a living hell for the helpless
victims who feel trapped with nowhere to turn.
Human Trafficking is the most lucrative of all
criminal enterprises and one of the fastest growing
types of crime in the world. This largely hidden
crime is believed to increase during major sporting
events like the Super Bowl and conventions where
attendees are predominately male. Studies show
that during these type of events, there is an
increase in the demand for commercial sex
services.

Human Trafficking Deputy, Katrina Cotton
with Free the Captives founder, Julie Waters

Wearing a seat belt is not just a good idea, it is the law and breaking it could
require you to face the hassle of a court date and/or a fairly hefty fine.
However, the best reason to wear your seat belt is the fact that if you get in
an accident, it could save your life.
According to the National Highway Safety Administration, someone is killed in
a crash every 13 minutes. However, seat belts save over 11,000 lives each
year, and they can help you maintain control of your car in a crash giving you
a 45% better chance of surviving a bad wreck.

Although, considered a hidden crime, sex
trafficking often takes place right in front of us.
Victims are being trafficked on city streets, socalled modeling studios, strip clubs, massage
parlors, and spas. Initially, it was thought that
many of the victims of this heinous crime were
primarily foreign nationals. Not any longer, over
100,000 U.S. children are at risk for commercial
sexual exploitation. According to National Runaway Hotline, an estimated one out of every three
children that run away is lured into sex trafficking
within 48 hours of leaving home.
In May of last year, Precinct 7 deputies joined
forces with members of the Harris County Sheriff’s
Office, the Houston Police Department, and the
organization Free the Captives in an effort to help
educate and raise awareness about human
trafficking. The timing of the event coincided with
the Offshore Technology Conference (OTC) which is
hosted annually in Houston. Free the Captives
founder, Julie Waters

Congratulations to
Holland Jones for being
promoted to Captain.

Congratulations to
Jamie Cousin for being
promoted to Patrol
Sergeant/Day Shift.

Congratulations to
Jared Lindsay for being
promoted to Toll Road
Sergeant/ Night Shift.

said, “Sex trafficking increases in Houston
anytime a large event occurs. Just like
with the Super Bowl, whenever you have
over 100,000 people flood the city,
traffickers see the opportunity to make
money.
Teen
girls
are
specifically
recruited and trafficked to meet the
demand from buyers.”

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month and members of the Precinct 7
Crime Victims Assistance divisions along with
the Houston Area Urban League and Allstate
hosted an event in an effort to “Help Bring
Domestic Violence Out of the Dark”. Dozens
attended the event wearing purple, the color of
Domestic Violence Month, and helped release
purple balloons to raise awareness about the
rising number of individuals in abusive
relationships and in memory of victims who
have lost their lives to domestic violence.
Too often, victims of domestic violence suffer in
silence out of fear or embarrassment. Many
victims stay in bad situations that are destined
only to get worse because of a lack of
resources or insufficient knowledge of services
available to help them. Harris County has the
highest number of deaths in the state followed
by Dallas, Tarrant, Bexar, El Paso and Hidalgo.
Event organizers hope to make the 2017 event
even larger in order to raise awareness and
reach more victims.
If you are being abused physically, sexually, or
emotionally by an intimate partner or family
member and are ready to break free from the
cycle of violence call the Harris County
Precinct 7 Domestic Violence Deputy,
Monica Bilbo at 713-274-3519.

In preparation for Super Bowl 51, Houston
mayor, Sylvester Turner, held a press
conference at City Hall announcing a joint
effort between local and federal officials in
order to combat sex trafficking in the city as a
result of the big game. Through stepped up
patrols and concentrated initiatives, law
enforcement officials made a commitment to
arrest and expose anyone accused of paying
for prostitution.
Officials also expressed their commitment to
helping the victims of this crime find a way out
of being trafficked for sex or for labor. Deputy
Katrina Cotton worked on a task force with
other agencies days before the Super Bowl to
help trafficking victims.
Deputy Cotton
expressed, “It is difficult to gain the trust of
victims and convince them that their basic
rights as human beings are being violated.”
She concluded, “That is why it is extremely
important
for
organizations
and
law
enforcement agencies to keep fighting for the
victims who have forgotten or never knew their
true worth.”

Deputy, Cotton talking with members of
Homeland Security after press conference held
by Mayor Sylvester Turner.

Deputy Cotton was also invited to talk
about the crime of Sex Trafficking just
before the Super Bowl on the radio show,
Dr. Conte Speaks, on Amazing 102.5 FM.
Dr. Conte Terrell, Domestic Violence
Recovery expert and Founder/President of
Fresh Spirit Wellness focused on alerting
parents of the dangers that traffickers
pose for school aged children, girls and
boys. According to statistics from the
National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children, the average age that children
are recruited into sex trafficking is 13.
Deputy Cotton and other radio show
guests encouraged listeners to teach
teens
how
to
identify
dangerous
situations. They urged parents to speak
openly with children about the tricks and
lies that traffickers use for the purpose of
luring them into a life of slavery.
Commonly used by traffickers to entice
minors are the false promises of celebrity
or fame. Parents were also encouraged to
pay attention to their kid’s social media
accounts. Human traffickers can easily
create false accounts and reach masses
without detection.
If you suspect someone is a victim of
trafficking or if you are a victim and in
need of help or trying to find a way out,
call Precinct 7 Domestic Violence/Human
Trafficking
Program Deputy, Katrina
Cotton PH (713)274-3577.

Deputy K. Rector

Sgt. R. McClinton

Sergeant
R.
McClinton
receives
a
commendation letter for the outstanding job of
handling the eviction of a dangerous tenant
who was being abusive to his spouse and
threatening to other residents. In that same
letter, Deputy K. Rector also receives a
commendation for his professionalism, his
willingness to accommodate Precinct 7
constituents, and his ability to maintain order
at the Harris County Tax Office.

Deputy A. Garcia

Deputy Angel Garcia receives a
commendation letter for coming
to the assistance of a female
attempting to commit suicide by
jumping from an overpass on the
Sam Houston Toll Road. Retired
Pasadena police officer, Mike
Baird, witnessed the incident and
wrote a letter detailing Deputy
Garcia’s act of heroism. Baird
recounted, “I could see that the
female was distraught and
crying.” Baird continued, “Your
deputy stopped this woman from
jumping off the overpass onto
the road below.” “His actions
should be commended in that he
saved this woman’s live without
hesitation and placed his life in
peril when he approached her,”
he concluded.

Deputy B. Alvarado
receives a “Certificate of
Merit” from the Harris
County Toll Road Authority
and its Incident
Management Division. This
award is granted based on
nominations from the
deputy’s peers for
outstanding service to the
community and the
agency.

Deputy A. Santos

On Sunday, January 08, 2017, while on her
way to work, Deputy Santos noticed a house
on fire and saw how rapidly the home was
being engulfed by flames. She immediately
pulled over in her personal vehicle and ran
to the front door and started banging loudly
to alert possible occupants.
Deputy Santos managed to rescue a family
of 3, their 2 large dogs (Great Danes) and
one smaller dog who were all asleep in the
house at the time. She placed the family in
her car to stay warm, dogs included, and
notified the Houston Fire Department. HFD
ladder #6 showed up to battle the flames.
The family may have lost part of their home
and material possessions but their lives
were spared thanks to gallant efforts of
Deputy A. Santos.

Deputy K. Cotton

Venita Gatson

Deputy Katrina Cotton (Human Trafficking
Deputy) and Venita Gatson (Crime Victims
Assistance Coordinator) receive a letter of
commendation for assisting a victim of
abuse. The victim accredited Deputy
Cotton and Gatson for providing the
support, the encouragement, and the
comfort she needed while picking up the
pieces and moving forward with her life.

Deputy B. Alvarado

Deputy J. Hall
Sgt. J. Cousin

Deputy J. Ballard

Congratulations to Precinct 7
Deputy Jocelyn Ballard for
receiving a commendation for her
presentation on Campus Safety at
Worthing Scholars Institute.
Students were so inspired by what
the deputy had to say that 10 out
of 30 of them selected her as their
favorite speaker and each of them
wrote a letter commending her.

Deputy M. Fulton

Deputy Melvin Fulton was featured
on KHOU 11 for stepping in to save
the lives of a mother and her two
children from a raging house fire.
Deputy Fulton was off duty at the
time of the incident.

Congratulations to Deputy Johnson Hall and Sgt.
Jaime Cousin for recently receiving a letter of
commendation regarding the capture of a burglary
suspect and return of stolen items to the
homeowner. The tracking system on a stolen IPad
lead deputies to the location of the suspect where
an arrest was made, as well as, recovery of all of
the stolen items.

